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MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, DDP/PG 

SUBJECT: Operational Security of Project AEDEPOT 

REFERENCE: DDP/PG Memorandum dated 5 August I960 




1. Referenced memorandum indicates that Cl has recommended 
an operational security review be made of Project AEDEPOT. The 
memorandum further points out that the memorandum on AEDEPOT/2, 
prepared by the Cl Staff, "highlights some aspects of the /vulnerability/ 
problem." The Cl memorandum notes that: (A) The AEDEPOT candi- 
dates should be considered sensitive and Targets for Soviet CE pene- 
tration, and (B) that some AEDEPOT trained assets have ciose relatives 
in the Soviet Bloc. 

2. It is perhaps unfortunate that AEDEPOT/2 was selected as 

a "sounding board" inasmuch as his case is more of an isolated one and 
does not truly reflect the average AEDEPOT candidate. Whatever the 
results of his personal actions on the assignment with EE/P in separating 
AEDEPOT/2 from the AEDEPOT Program it can be reasonably expected 
that he will abide by the signed Secrecy Oath according to the briefings 
and debriefings on security matters pertaining to his connections with 
the U. S. Government. Furthermore, there are a number of factors 
involved in the AEDEPOT/2 case which are not inherent in AEDEPOT per 
se and are more the subject of individual review rather than of the Project 
itself. In reality, the only questions deemed necessary to dwell on are 
those mentioned as (A) and (B) in the preceding paragraph and the following 
assumptions can only be conjecture. 

A. AEDEPOT candidates as targets of Soviet CE penetration. 

A basic assumption which must be made is that the Soviets are aware that 
the U.S. Government is concerned with the formation of units or elements 
to be used behind the Iron Curtain in time of war. This is felt to be a valid 
assumption as the U. S. Press, on more than one occasion, has devoted 
space and comments to Special Forces. It may also be assumed that Soviet 
Intelligence is either directly aware or has, at least, surmised that non- • 
military cadres formed from USSR ethnic groups are being trained for 
infiltration in the event of open hostilities. Based on this, the RIS then, 
is certainly interested in ascertaining the identities of the AEDEPOT 
graduates. This, they may accomplish by (1) their "rezidentura" in the 
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